Objective: Myasthenia gravis (MG) is a T-cell dependent and antibody mediated autoimmune disease. Recent studies of adult patients and animal models have shown that regulatory T cells (Tregs) play an important role in the pathogenesis of MG, but little is known about MG in children. This study evaluated the role of peripheral blood Tregs in childhood ocular MG and assessed if Tregs could be an index for estimating immunological status.
Introduction
Myasthenia gravis (MG) is an autoimmune disorder generally caused by autoantibodies against the acetylcholine receptors (AChR) of skeletal muscles [1] . Although these autoantibodies are produced by B cells, CD4 + helper T (Th) cells specific for AChR are also required for their production and the development of MG symptoms, for which T cell clones recognizing immunodominant epitopes of AChR have been described [2] . Naïve CD4 + Th cells can be induced to differentiate towards a regulatory T cell (Treg) or Th17 phenotype
